
Third Sunday after Epiphany (1/23/22) 

 The very human tendency to revenge is at best an ugly thing.  In our culture of 

entitlement we believe that we are due respect and accommodation from others, and when they 

don’t give us what we demand - well, then we somehow have a right to enact a revenge on them.   

The result is often just disrespect gone underground where we don’t see it (but it still is 

damaging). Taking revenge destroys the peace and love that God demands of His children (and 

which we also crave), and revenge leads to the other retaliating back in an endless cycle of 

revenge and counter revenge.  In the end, we are left with greater problems, stress, and strife. 

 Revenge is mine: I will repay says the Lord.  Paul quotes this scripture to the community 

in Rome where classic Roman pride was likely causing them to take revenge on each other for 

various slights.  Revenge is mine: I will repay says the Lord, he quotes this to remind them that 

the ultimate giver of justice is the Lord - and perhaps to remind them of the example of our Lord 

Jesus Christ who did not take revenge on His torturers and executioners, but rather let the normal 

course of events play out until the Father restored Him to a place that was higher than before.  

Notice that by allowing God to act, the result of the wrongs done to us can become glorification - 

not the problems and the stress that come from the cycle of vengeance.  Paul counsels his flock 

to live in peace, to not give a place in them to wrath, to not render evil for evil - but rather to 

provide good things.  He goes so far as to say you should take care of the needs of your enemy 

and not be overcome by evil but overcome evil by good. 

 Why is it that we so frequently do not follow this council?  Maybe it is because of the 

entitlement that we can feel.  An entitlement that this culture feeds us with.  “Who is this person 

to do such-and-such?”, “I am not going to put up with that?”, “No one treats me like that!”  To 

have such thoughts betrays  a person whose pride has been stoked with a sense of self-

importance.  Such a position is supported by the slogans we hear: “You are the most special 

person”, “You have the right to take care of yourself,” “No one has a right to treat you in any 

way except the way you want to be treated,” “You’ve got to look out for number one!” 

 We should rather pay attention to slogans such as Revenge is mine: I will repay says the 

Lord,  Do unto others as you would have them do unto you, Love your enemies, be kind to those 

who persecute you, to remember that it is not right to render evil for evil.  Another person’s bad 



behavior does not now make it right for me to engage in bad behavior.  This is the behavior of a 

child that a good parent corrects - they correct it so that the child who hits another child for 

taking their toy does not grow up into the adult who destroys another’s reputation in revenge for 

a slight.  We teach our children to be compassionate and share so that they do not grow up to be 

an entitled adult who acts with pride to take care of themselves and their interests above all. 

 Take a look at the centurion in the Gospel.  He is a man with authority … yet … realizes 

that there are others in authority above him.  He is not number one, he is not entitled to make all 

the rules, he is not the last court of appeal in a conflict.  He knows that he must work with others 

to create an efficient military unit - he must sometimes place aside his pride in order to get the 

job done.  He comes to Jesus (who as a common Jew was - in a Roman way of thinking - an 

inferior and not due respect).  He does not threaten or order him, he does not force him to do 

what he wants, he does not demand he be shown difference and respect.  He calls him “Lord.”  

He places this man - who the culture of the day says he was superior to int he first place.  He 

humbles himself: Lord, I am not worthy that Thou shouldest enter under my roof, and in his 

humility the power of God acts.  In the void left by his humility, God fills the space; in the 

showing of respect and love, healing is accomplished; in his refusal to take up the rights and 

privileges he could claim by cultural convention, he sees his greatest need fulfilled. 

 Why should we expect any different?  Why should we think that the pathway to the real 

and ultimate goals is found in our own power?  Why should we think that by evil and revenge we 

could overcome the evil and revenge of another?  Why should we think that this world - which 

has so thoroughly messed itself up many times - holds the keys of true wisdom.  Should we not 

see that the superior wisdom is found in God and in His own example of self-effacement and 

sacrifice?  Should we not rather see that the only one who can bring real, lasting, and eternal 

peace is God?  Should we not see that the law of love given by the Lord is to conform us more 

closely to Him,  AND also is the only way to reduce the current fighting and turbulence of our 

world?  Should we not see that the greatest power is to leave the problem into the hand of the 

Lord as the centurion did: … but only say the word and my servant shall be healed.  Revenge is 

mine: I will repay says the Lord.  The Lord will repay, and he will save, and He will heal.  We 

must follow God’s way of peace, not the world’s way of pride and revenge … and have faith.


